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Jack Cole knows about the war on drugs from several perspectives. Cole retired as a Detective 
Lieutenant after a 26-year career with the New Jersey State Police. For twelve of those years Cole 
worked as an undercover narcotics officer. His investigations spanned the spectrum of possible 
cases, from street drug users and mid-level drug dealers in New Jersey to international "billion-
dollar" drug trafficking organizations. Cole ended his undercover career living nearly two years in 
Boston and New York City, posing as a fugitive drug dealer wanted for murder, while tracking 
members of a terrorist organization that robbed banks, planted bombs in corporate headquarters, 
court-houses, police stations, and airplanes and ultimately murdered a New Jersey State Trooper.  

After retiring, Cole dealt with the emotional residue left from his participation in the unjust war on 
drugs by working to reform current drug policy. He moved to Boston to continue his education. 
Cole holds a B.A. in Criminal Justice and a Masters degree in Public Policy. Currently writing his 
dissertation for the Public Policy Ph.D. Program at the University of Massachusetts, his major focus 
is on the issues of race and gender bias, brutality and corruption in law enforcement. Cole believes 
ending drug prohibition will go a long way toward correcting those problems.  

A national and international speaker, Cole has taught courses to police recruits and veteran officers 
on ethics, integrity, moral decision-making, and the detrimental effects of racial profiling. He has 
spoken about drug policy: in colleges and universities; on many radio programs; and at conferences 
across the United States; and he has addressed the European Parliament, in Brussels, Belgium, on 
the subject of US drug policy. 

Cole is passionate in his belief that the drug war is steeped in racism, that it is needlessly 
destroying the lives of young people, and that it is corrupting our police. Cole's discussions give his 
audience an alternative prospective of the US war on drugs from the view of a veteran drug-warrior 
turned against the war. 

 

MCLP Speakers Forum on Saturday September 27th 1 to 3pm 
$10 - In cludes lunch 
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